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Topeka Valley of Scottish Rite Personal Representative, Ill. Don 

Mahrle, 33° (center) presents the proceeds of the Topeka Valley Scot-

tish Rite Golf Tournament and auction to Dr. Jane Wegner, Clinical 

Professor & Director of KU’s Schiefelbusch Clinic (grasping check on 

the right), Dr. Betty Bunce, Clinical Professor and Director of the Lan-

guage Acquisition Preschool (grasping check on the left), and graduate 

and undergraduate students in the Speech and Language Pathology 

Program at Kansas University 
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 Scottish Rite Masons throughout the nation 

provide critical funding to establish and support  

RiteCare® Clinics.  Today, there are approximate-

ly 180 RiteCare® clinics, centers, and special pro-

grams operating or planned throughout the United States. Through the support of Scottish 

Rite members, tens of thousands of youngsters across the United States have been helped 

significantly. Facilitating the good work of dedicated clinicians and parents, the Scottish 

Rite has achieved dramatic successes.  Children who might have remained educationally be-

hind for a lifetime can now talk, read, and lead productive lives. 

 In Kansas—the Orient of Kansas—seven Scottish Rite organizations, called Valleys, 

are organized and coordinate their philanthropic speech, hearing, language, and  learning 

disabilities programs in conjunction with designated Speech-Language-Hearing Clinics in 

the State.  The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Valleys in Kansas in-

clude the:  Armed Forces Scottish Center, Ft. Leavenworth; Ft. Scott Scottish Rite Center;  

Lawrence Scottish Rite Center; Northeast Kansas Scottish Rite Center, in Prairie Village; 

Salina Scottish Rite Center; Topeka Scottish Rite Center; and the Wichita Scottish Rite Cen-

ter.   Each of these Valleys and the Orient of Kansas provide the RiteCare® funding for the 

diagnostic evaluation and treatment of children with speech and language disorders, 

through designated clinics in Kansas.  The designated clinics, contacts and addresses are 

listed below: 

 

Kansas State University 
Robert G. Garcia, Program Director 
Communications & Science Disorders 
139 Campus Creek Complex 
Manhattan, Kansas 66506 
(785)532-6879; Fax (785) 532-6523 
rgarcia@ksu.edu 

Fort Hays State University 
Jayne Brandel, PhD, Program Chair 
 Geneva Herndon Speech-Language 
Hearing Clinic, 158 Albertson Hall  
600 Park Street,  Hays, KS  67601  
(785) 628-5244; Fax  (785) 628-5271  
jmbrandel@fhsu.edu 

Wichita State University 
Kathy L. Coufal, Program Chair 
Communication Sciences &Disorders  
1845 N. Fairmount, Ahlberg Hall #401  
Wichita, KS  67260-0075  
(316) 978-3171; Fax (316) 978-3291  
kathy.coufal@wichita.edu 

University of Kansas, Lawrence Campus 
Jane Wegner, PhD, Clinic Director,  
Schiefelbusch Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic,  
3001 Dole Human Development Center,  
1000 Sunnyside Avenue, Lawrence, KS  66045 
(785) 864-4690; Fax (785) 864-3974 
jwegner@ku.edu  

University of Kansas Medical Center Campus  
Debby Daniels, PhD., Clinic Director  
KUMC Hearing and Speech Clinic, MS 3039  
3901 Rainbow Boulevard 
Kansas City, Kansas  66160  
(913) 588-5937; Fax (913) 588-5923  
ddaniels@kumc.edu  
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   08/27/14 

Ill Hugh Gill, 33°  the Sovereign Grand Inspector 

General of Kansas and President of the Kansas 

Scottish Rite Foundation (center) presents the 

initial Scottish Rite funding to Robert Garcia, 

Communications and Science Disorders Director 

(left) and John Buckwalter, Dean of the College 

of Human Ecology (right). 

KSU Speech and Hearing Faculty members with 

RiteCare® brass Plaque presented by the Scottish 

Speech and Hearing Clinic Display Table 

KSU Speech and Hearing Students with RiteCare®  brass Plaque 
Ill Don Hamilton 32° Personal Representative, 

Salina Valley, makes RiteCare® Clinic presenta-

tions 
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Dr. Robert G. Garcia     

Program Director, 

Communications & 

Science Disorders 

Melanie Hilgers, 

M.S., CCC-SLP 

Clinic Director, 

Kansas State 

Speech 

 Greetings from the Kansas State Speech and Hearing Center.  We are excited to have 

become an official RiteCare® Clinic for the State of Kansas.  We are grateful for the support of 

the Scottish Rite Foundation and their generosity.  Their mission to provide assessment and in-

tervention to children with communication needs will support many clients and families in 

Manhattan and neighboring communities. 

 Since being an official member of RiteCare® in April of 2014, Kansas State Speech and 

Hearing Center has created and distributed scholarships for children with communication 

needs.  The families were very grateful for this generous gift that provided diagnostic and ther-

apeutic services for their children.  Below is a thank you from one of the scholarship recipients. 

 “We would like to thank you and the foundation for the scholarship that was 

awarded to our son, Ryan, for the summer 2014 session.  Ryan has been attending 

speech therapy, twice weekly, at the KSU 

Speech and Hearing Center for the last 2 

½ years.  At an early age we detected that 

after multiple ear infections Ryan’s speech 

was delayed.  He was, and still is, a little 

boy who loved to talk.  Sadly, when he 

would try to tell stories or make even sim-

ple requests, he was very difficult to un-

derstand.  A family friend recommend-

ed KSU Speech and Hearing Center.  

We didn’t hesitate to make the call.  

Ryan has worked with several grad-

uate students as they pursue their 

goal of becoming speech-

language pathologists.  We have 

been blessed that each graduate stu-

dent has spent numerous hours designing 

lessons, activities, and reward systems to make each hour that they work with Ryan 

beneficial to him.  We are very appreciative of the students and staff at the KSU Speech 

and Hearing Center and of this scholarship.”  Ray, Cindy, and Ryan Geer. 

 We, at K-State, look forward to providing clinical services as well as education opportunities to fellow 

Speech Language Pathologists and families.  We are proud to be affiliated with the Scottish Rite Foundation and to 

support their philanthropic mission through work at our clinic. 

Ray & Cindy Geer, with picture of Ryan 
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Members of the two KU Med Center Teams that conducted the Au-

tism Clinic at Ft. Leavenworth—From left to right are:  Leni 

Swails, Dr. Debby Daniels, Jennifer Burford (Ft. Leavenworth 

EFMP Director), Cathy Smith, Dr. Chet Johnson, Jessica Schutter, 

Carol  Prather, and Phyllis Young. 

On 22 August, 2014, The Scottish Rite Masons from the Fort 

Leavenworth Masonic Lodge donated another $1500 to 

fund a KU Medical Center diagnostic outreach clinic for Fort 

Leavenworth children and raised the total they have donat-

ed in support of this critical program for military children to 

$12,000. 

The Armed Forces Scottish Rite Bodies at Fort Leavenworth 

(Armed Forces Consistory) provide support and funding for 

KUMC Outreach clinics at Fort Leavenworth. The KUMC 

Hearing and Speech Clinic is part of a multi-disciplinary task 

force currently conducting Autistic and learning difficulty 

diagnostic clinics for children on Fort Leavenworth as part 

of the KUMED Center for Childhood Assessment.  They han-

dle two groups of children - from birth to 3 years and 3 

years and older - and a diagnosis is provided the same day.  

This allows the children to get into therapy programs quick-

ly. This is particularly important to transient military fami-

lies such as Command and General Staff course student 

families who are at Fort Leavenworth for only 10 months. It 

normally takes from 4 to 9 months to get children into the 

regular diagnostic clinics. It is very important to begin Au-

tism therapy at the earliest possible age. Once diagnosed, 

some of the therapy programs are handled by KUMC and 

Tricare and some by Special Education programs through 

the school districts. 

The outreach clinics are funded by a grant from the Chil-

dren and Youth with Special Health Care Needs program of 

the Center for Child Health and Development at the Univer-

sity of Kansas Hospital and because of costs they conduct 

about 6-7 across the state each year with two at Fort Leav-

enworth.   

The Armed Forces Consistory has donated funds for 2 or 3 

additional clinics each year, the latest one on 22 August for 

the Fort Leavenworth children as the clinic group can only 

take 6 children per clinic. The one day did not give them 

enough time for more.  

The 8 to 10 member clinical outreach team is headed by Dr. 

Chet Johnson who is also the Chair of the department of Pedi-

atrics.  The total for the day at Fort Leavenworth is $1500 for 

staff and travel. Point of contact:  COL (ret) Stephen Kempf , 

Scottish Rite Bodies, (Armed Forces Consistory) Fort Leaven-

Brother Steve Kempf 32° KCCH handing the check to Dr. Johnson 

(right) and Dr. Daniels (left) with Jennifer Burford observing 

FT. LEAVENWORTH SCOTTISH RITE MASONS HAVE DONATED 

A TOTAL OF $12,000 TO FUND DIAGNOSTIC AUTISM CLINICS 

FOR FORT LEAVENWORTH CHILDREN 
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At the NE Kansas Scottish Rite dinner meeting on Septem-

ber 3rd, 2014, Dr. Debby Daniels was asked to have a fam-

ily which is, or has been, a recipient of the RiteCare pro-

gram at KU Medical Center.  She obliged our request by 

bringing Mr. and Mrs. Sadraluka to the meeting. 

Mrs. Sadraluka provided a PowerPoint presentation 

starting with the discovery that their oldest son was diag-

nosed with speech problems.  She outlined the frustration 

and disappointment in finding proper diagnosis and treat-

ment for the child.  She explained that it was not until she 

contacted KU Medical Center and was referred to Kathy 

Johnston, a clinician with RiteCare®, that her child’s treat-

ment was successful.  Although things improved for her 

son with proper treatment, things became more compli-

cated as, one by one, each of her next three sons were 

diagnosed with problems.  However, as each child en-

tered treatment, each child improved in order.  And, at 

the time of this presentation, only the youngest son was 

requiring treatment.  The three older sons were transi-

tioning into public school activities and doing well.  

NEKS Valley holds an annual pancake breakfast with the resulting funds being designated for the purpose of provid-

ing scholarships awarded to students in speech pathology under the guidance of the RiteCare® program.  Within the 

presentation, one of the clinicians, Josh, a recipient of such a scholarship, 

was in the photograph working with this family.  This presentation was 

very beneficial to our membership and was a real eye-opener for our Val-

ley members to be able to see the result of their efforts from pancakes to 

education to successful students. 

(L-R):  Dr. Debby Daniels, PhD., Clinical Associate Profes-

sor, Hearing and Speech, KU Medical Center; Dr. Kathy 

Johnston, Clinical Associate, KU Medical Center; Ill. David 

F. Kinzie, 33°, who presented Mr. and Mrs. Sadraluka, par-

ents of four children who are or were treated at KU Med Ctr 

through the benefits provided by RiteCare, with a Certificate 

of Appreciation for bringing their story to the attention of our 

members.  Mrs. Sadraluka gave an impressive, meaningful 

presentation regarding the search for/receipt of speech treat-

ment by KU RiteCare.  

 

Northeast Kansas Valley—
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On October 8, 2014, through video-conferencing, 

Dr. Deborah Hayes, PhD, and Stephanie Coe, M.A., 

presented information on the use of telepractice 

in speech, language, and hearing programs of 

treatment.  Deborah Hayes is the Kelley Family/

Schlessman Family Rite Masons Chairperson in 

Childhood Language Disorders and Stephanie Coe 

is Clinical Coordinator at Children’s Hospital      

Colorado.    

Participants included all five RiteCare® clinics, the 

SGIG and members of the Valleys.  The purpose of 

this presentation was to share information regard-

ing the opportunities and challenges experienced 

by the RiteCare® programs in Colorado.   

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Associa-

tion defines telepractice as “the application of tele-

communications technology to deliver professional 

services at a distance by linking clinician to client, 

or clinician to clinician for assessment, interven-

tion, and/or consultation.”  In Colorado speech-

language and learning therapy services by teleprac-

tice provide a partnership between Children’s Hos-

pital Colorado and families and communities 

throughout the state for direct intervention and/or 

parent coaching.  A DVD of the video-conference is 

available through the Topeka Scottish Rite Center. 

 

 

Members of the Topeka Valley Scottish Rite participate in the 

Telepractice Teleconference. Left to right—Ill. Paul Oldham 

33°, Valley Secretary; Paul Honaker 32º; Ill. Don Mahrle 33°, 

Valley Personal Representative; and  Ill. Tom Magnuson 33° 

RiteCare® Telepractice Teleconference 
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Valley of Topeka 

Raising Funds & Funding  

RiteCare® 

The Topeka Valley, on August 8, 2014, hosted its annual 

RiteCare® Charity Golf Tournament, the best in 8 years. 

It was all due to volunteers, hard work and the generos-

ity of individual hole sponsors. The Rainbow Girls  

and Betty Bunce and Matt Gillespie from the Schiefel-

busch Clinic on the Kansas University Campus, helped 

ensure our post-golf silent auction was a success.  Bro. 

Bob Shively, of the Kansas Masonic Foundation,  se-

cured an Auctioneer who helped raised $2400 on the 

Live Auction.  Rick Moody, Potentate of the Arab Shrine  

in Topeka, helped by having 10 members of the Arab 

Golfer’s Unit participate in the golf tournament. This is 

the most Shrine golfers who have ever participated. It is 

with great pride that the Topeka Valley of the Scottish 

Rite was able to give the Schiefelbusch Clinic, on the 

Kansas University main Campus in Lawrence, $8446.00 

for the treatment of children with Speech-Hearing-

Language disorders. Thanks to all involved in the 2014 

Topeka Valley Golf Tournament.  Many volunteered to 

make this event a huge success. 
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Topeka Valley and Schiefelbusch Clinic  

Golf Tourney Proceeds Distribution 

 
Ill. Don Mahrle 33°  (left) Personal Representative of  

Topeka presents check of proceeds from the Scottish Rite 

Golf Tournament and Auction to Dr. Jane Wegner, PhD, 

Clinic Director, Schiefelbusch Speech-Language-Hearing 

Clinic, (right) 

Ill. Don Mahrle 33°  speaks to students and staff of the             

Schiefelbusch Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic 

Topeka Valley Brothers at Golf Tourney proceeds presenta-

tion (left to right) Ill. Paul Oldham 33°, Don Jacka 32° 

KCCH, Ill. Don Mahrle 33°, Ill. Tom Magnuson 33°, and 

Ill. Martin Donaldson 33° 

Speech & Hearing Students—Schiefelbusch Clinic 
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A Labor of Love and Dedication       
  . . .Resulting in Generous  
  Donations by Brothers of the       

 In the Fall of 2013 Ill. Don Mahrle 33° , Personal Repre-

sentative of the Valley of Topeka, purchased an antique Scottish 

Rite Altar at auction when Ft. Scott Scottish Rite Valley relocated. It 

is presumed that alter was originally made for the Fort Scott Valley 

around 1926.  The altar is made of mahogany with the kneeling 

bench and altar top covered in a dark and thick leather. The altar is 

heavily built and measures 55”(L) X 34”(W) X 38”(H). There are four 

columns, one on each corner of the altar with a Scamozzi capital on 

top of each column. A double eagle is carved on each of the long 

sides of the altar. A Rose Croix is carved on the two short sides of 

the altar.  

 Ill. Don Mahrle 33° purchased the Altar with his own per-

sonal funds and immediately started restoring the altar in early 

July, 2014. Don’s project took until early October to complete—

approximately 88 hours lovingly refinishing this rare Scottish Rite 

Altar.   

  On November 2, 2014 the Topeka Valley hosted a   recep-

tion for Scottish Rite Masons at which the altar in its complete and 

finished state was unveiled.  Ill Don then presented the Altar as a 

gift to the Topeka Valley.  This act of generosity led to a spontane-

ous auction for contributions to match Personal Representative’s 

gift.  The auction was conducted by Bro. Bob Shively, of the Kansas 

Masonic Foundation, and raised approximately $4,000 to provide a 

scholarship to the Schiefelbusch Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic at 

KU.   The Topeka Valley was able to capitalize on this restoration of a beautiful antique altar—a labor of love and dedication—

and turn it into a very successful philanthropy project.  

Ill. Don Mahrle 33°, Topeka Valley Personal Representa-

tive, with the antique Scottish Rite Altar which he pur-

chased, refinished, and donated to the Topeka Valley 
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Armed Forces Scottish Rite    
Center 
P.O. Box 3408, Boughton Memorial 
Hall 
311 Kearney Avenue  
Ft. Leavenworth, KS 66027-0408 

(913) 651-7308 

 

Ft. Scott Scottish Rite Center 
P.O. Box 789 
Ft. Scott, KS 66701-0789 

(620) 223-1330 

 

Lawrence Scottish Rite Center 
1301 E. 25th Street 
Lawrence, KS 66046 

(785) 843-2333 

 

Northeast Kansas Scottish Rite 
Center 
5201 W. 75th Street 
Prairie Village, KS 66208 

(913) 831-7267 

 

Salina Scottish Rite Center 
336 S. Santa Fe, P.O. Box 1274 
Salina, KS 67401-3934 

(785) 827-9006 

 

Topeka Scottish Rite Center 
2300 SW 30th Street 
Topeka, KS 66611-1711 

(785) 266-3191 

 

Wichita Scottish Rite Center 
332 E First Street 
Wichita, KS 67202-2402 

(316) 263-4218 

  It is the Mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern 

Jurisdiction, to improve its members and enhance the communities in 

which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of 

Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity and Truth while actively 

embracing high Social, Moral and Spiritual Values including 

Fellowship, Compassion and Dedication to God, Family, and 


